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Course Description

In this course, all 9th graders will learn how to use their bodies and voices to communicate ideas.  Students will get an overview of modern and classic theater and learn public speaking and performance skills that will help them in college and in any career path.  In addition, students will learn techniques and strategies for working in a group to create a high-quality artistic product.

Essential questions

- How does the way I act affect the way people see me?

- How can I use my body and voice to get my ideas across?

- How can I work with a group to create a high quality piece of art?

- How do performing artists critique and change the world around them?

Outcomes

By the end of this course students will be able to:
· Speak loudly and clearly in front of an audience.

· Create and perform a movement-based piece portraying a story.

· Perform scenes from a variety of plays, including a Greek Tragedy, a Shakespeare play and a modern drama.

· Interpret text and discuss implications for the actor.

· Communicate the message of a play, emotionally, physically and vocally.

· Critique self and others using sophisticated art-specific language (warm/cool feedback and the elements/principles of performance).

· Write a concise, specific, and creative artist’s statement.

Course Outline
	Quarter 1:  Movement  

· Ensemble-building

· Improvisation

· Movement structures 

· Scene composition
	Exhibition Project:  Students will create a movement-based piece based on their own writing to perform at the first exhibition. 

	Quarter 2: Choral performance: Greek Tragedy

· Origins of theater

· Varied interpretations of text

· Sound Structures

· Choral performance
	Performance Project:  Students will create and perform a choral scene from a Greek Tragedy.



	Quarter 3: Shakespeare


· Decoding Shakespeare

· Interpreting text

· Blocking/Staging
· Character development
	Exhibition Project:  Students will translate,  stage, rehearse and perform a scene from one of Shakespeare’s plays.



	Quarter 4: Modern theater: “A Raisin in the Sun”

· Character development and relationships

· Text Analysis

· Voice work

· Blocking/Staging
	Performance Project: Students will stage, rehearse and perform a scene from “A Raisin in the Sun” by Lorraine Hansberry.




Activities
· Daily freewrites

· Physical and vocal warm-ups

· Group games and Improvisation

· Generating movement and scenes

· Rehearsing for scenes

· Critiquing each other’s work

· Watching, analyzing and interpreting plays and films

· Self-evaluating

· Writing Artist Statements

Graduation Portfolio Alignment

In this class, students will produce 4 major group performances that will be eligible for their Benchmark Graduation Portfolio.  These projects will specifically address the following leadership skills:

· Productive Collaboration:  Students will learn specific techniques and strategies for effectively working in a group.

· Effective Communication:  Students will learn how to effectively communicate characters, stories, emotions and ideas using their bodies and voices.
· Project Management:  Students will learn how to manage their time effectively, set goals and use their resources in order to complete high-quality projects in a timely manner.
· Creative Expression:  Students will come up with creative ways to communicate to their audience, drawing upon various theatrical traditions.
Assessment

All students will be assessed in 5 categories:

· Mastery of Knowledge – Written work, text analyses, quizzes

· Application of Knowledge – Performances

· Leadership Skills – Productive Collaboration, Effective Communication, Project Management, Creative Expression

· College Work Habits – Punctuality, Preparedness, turning in homework, daily classwork

· Metacognition – Reflective Writing, Self-evaluation, Artist Statements

Course Materials/Homework

· Students will need one lined, spiral notebook for this class that will stay in the classroom.  Please bring this notebook to school by Wednesday, August 26th.  

· Students will need to bring pens and pencils to class every day.  

· It is highly recommended for students to bring a bottle of water to class.

· Usually, sufficient time is given to complete work in class, but if class work is not completed it will become homework.  Around exhibition times, there will be some work to be done at home, such as memorizing lines.

Expectations
· Be on time and prepared for class, 

· Be respectful of other students, the teacher, the space, the materials and yourself.

· Do not eat or chew gum in the theater.

· All electronics need to be out of pockets during class.  (They can either be in students’ backpacks or locked in the teacher’s drawer.)

· Come to class wearing clothes and shoes you can move in (no high-heels, flip flops, short skirts, dangly jewelry, tight jeans or sagging.)

· Be ready to take risks and try new things.

Always try your best even if the activity is not your favorite, have a positive attitude and have fun!
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Parent/Guardian Sign Off 

Directions:  Parents/Guardians, please sign below to acknowledge that you’ve read and understand the above course syllabus.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the teacher listed at the top of the page.

Parent/Guardian Printed Name ______________________________


Signature ________________________________

Students, please sign below to acknowledge that you’ve read over the above course syllabus with your parent/guardian and that you agree to abide by the expectations of the class.

Student Printed Name___________________________   

Signature ______________________________

Date_____________________________

Please return this signed form by Wednesday, August 26th

